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[From the introduction of the paper to be presented at the lecture]

Until now philosophy of language and linguistics have tended to analyze linguistic competence
as the speakers' ability to use and understand single sentences without much taking into
consideration their ability to contribute to conversations. Similarly, speech act theory tends to
study isolated illocutionary acts performed by using sentences in single contexts of utterance.
However, it is clear that speech acts are seldom performed alone in the use of language. On the
contrary, speakers perform their illocutionary acts within entire discourses where they are most
often in verbal interaction with other speakers who reply to them and perform in turn their own
speech acts with the collective intention of conducting a certain type of conversation. Above all,
the use of language is a social form of linguistic behaviour . It consists, in general, of ordered
sequences of utterances made by several speakers who tend by their verbal interactions to
achieve common goals such as discussing news, coordinating their joint action, negotiating or
more simply exchanging greetings. Could we enrich current speech act theory so as to develop a
more general but equally powerful theory of discourse? Could we make a reasoned typology of
conversations and analyze adequately their conditions of success and satisfaction? Recently,
Searler  expressed skepticism about the possibility of constructing such a theory of discourse.
He has pointed out the main difficulties and left us with the challenge of carrying out such a
project. The purpose of this article is to meet his challenge. I will enrich illocutionary logiczso

as to contribute to the foundations of the logic of discourse. For that purpose, | will analyze the



logical structure of conversations such as descriptions, interviews, deliberations, consultations,
regulations, evaluations, protestations and eulogies, whose type is provided with a proper
discursive goal. | think that all intelligent discourses are composed of such types of

conversation.
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RESEARCH GROUPS, COLLABORATION AND COOPERATION AGREEMENTS

I am responsible for two Quebec research teams working on Universal Grammar and the Logic
of Discourse : towards a Computational Theory of Communication and Action Coordination
(research grant of the Quebec Research Council on Society and Culture) and Speech Acts in
Dialogue (research grant of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada).

Several philosophers, logicians, computer scientists, linguists and psychologists of other
countries collaborate to research projects: John Searle (Berkeley), Marc Dominicy (Brussels),
Frans van Eemeren (Amsterdam), Raimo Tuomela (Helsinki), Francis Jacques and J.-P. Desclés
(Paris), Denis Vernant (Grenoble), Alain Trognon (Nancy), Nuel Belnap (Pittsburgh), Susumu
Kubo (Matsuyama), S. Rahman (Lille) and Jacques Virbel (Toulouse). Certain official
cooperation agreements have been signed with foreign institutes such as the department of logic
of Lgdz (Poland), the Nancy Research Laboratory on Human Interaction (France) and the
Center of Logic, Epistemology and History of Science of Campinas (Brasil), etc. In order to
announce and discuss work in progress, | have organized with collaborators international
interdisciplinary conferences such as the colloguia Language, Thought, Action at Quebec city
during ACFAS conference in May 2008, Attitudes and Actions in Discourse at Trois-Riviéres
during ACFAS conference in May 2007, Logic & Dialogue at Grenoble (France) October 29-31,
2002 [ Programme (PDF) ]; Action, Attitudes & Decision at Trois-Riviéres, October 3-5, 2002
[ Programme (PDF) ], the Decade Langage, Raison, Pensée - Language, Reason, Thought at
Cerisy-la-Salle (France) in June 1994 and the International Meeting on Language, Logic &

Artificial Intelligence at Fortaleza (Brasil) in July 1998.
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