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This paper examines Kakekotoba, a rhetorical device for Japanese poetry (“pivot-word” or
pun which allows words to be used in two senses at once or in two syntactic positions)
from a relevance-theoretic viewpoint. The rhetoric of Kakekotoba can be classified into
three main categories based on different cognitive processings: forward parallel process-
ing, crossover processing, and reciprocal processing. While the interpretations of the
poetry largely involve implicature: constructing an appropriate hypothesis about the
intended contextual assumptions and implications, the phenomena of Kakekotoba are
mainly analyzed in terms of explicature, that is, disambiguation, reference assignment,
enrichment and ad hoc concept construction.
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